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Happily, we seem to have survived another election season. Irrespective of one’s political views, I suspect we are
unanimous in our delight that Election Day has come and
gone. Every year I think there must be a better way!
This year I heard someone asked why we are or are not
praying for the President of the United States. This seems
like a good time to say at least two things. First, we change
the intercessions on a seasonal basis and aim to reflect the
theme of a particular season. Some forms of the prayers invite us to pray for our leaders by name, and some have a different focus, most recently stewardship. Second, we pray for all of our leaders on a pretty regular basis
for reasons that have nothing to do with whether or not we like them, voted for
them, or support their various agendas. Our civic leaders at every level are servants of their people, trustees of our local, state, and national governments, and
caretakers of the environment and its creatures. On All Saints’ Day the intercessions included “Louis, king of France; Margaret, queen of Scotland; Gandhi the
mahatma; and Dag Hammarskjold, the bureaucrat; and all who made governance
an act of faith.” (Emphasis supplied.) Every exercise of governance is an act of faith, or
lack thereof, and an act of stewardship, for good or ill. It isn’t often that I am truly
horrified by someone’s election, but when that happens I pray for them all the
more, precisely because I suspect they need it!
As I write this article our government is weighing what a tax bill might look
like. The decisions will reflect our spiritual maturity and our struggle with scarcity
and abundance. In case you are interested in what our faith bring to this conversation, here is the position we, The Episcopal Church, have taken.
Resolution Number: 2012-A080
Resolved, That the 77th General Convention of The Episcopal Church commit to working toward a just and fair system of taxation and government funding
by affirming the following Scriptural principles for our advocacy in connection
with the support of government, the distribution of the burdens of that support,
and the stewardship of those resources:
Every Christian has an obligation to financially support lawfully constituted
governments and to comply fully with the tax laws which apply to him or her, and
to the organizations of which they are a part; and
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Tax laws should impose proportional burdens on those with higher incomes
and larger resources, in keeping with the Bible’s teaching that God favors the
poor; and
Those entrusted with public resources must act as good stewards; and
Recognizing the great disparities in wealth and opportunity in our society,
Christians should insist that our governments seek economic justice, emphasizing
the care and protection of the most vulnerable – the poor, the hungry, the sick –
people for whose care Christ has taught us we are responsible, both through private efforts and through the collective work of our elected government.
Citation:
General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal
Church, Indianapolis, 2012 (New York: General Convention, 2012), pp. 255-256.

Grace and Peace,
Carol+

Vestry Highlights - November 2017
Finance – The Finance Committee has worked on a first draft of
a Parish Budget for 2018, which will be presented to the Parish at
the Annual Meeting on Sunday, November 19. It is expected to recommend support for several new initiatives.
The Stewardship Campaign has had excellent results, with an
increase of 26% in pledges over 2017, including several new pledges.
The Interim Rector explained the Virginia Plan, adopted by the Diocese of Virginia in
the 1950’s, which asks all parishes in the Diocese to pledge 10-12% of their pledge income
to the Diocese, and 1% of pledge income to Episcopal Seminary support. The Vestry voted to pledge 11% of 2018 pledge income to the Diocese and 1% of pledge income to seminaries.
We have had discussions with the Bailey’s Crosssroads Homeless Shelter about
providing a hypothermia shelter this winter. Cindy McLaughlin reported that the shelter
will probably be at St. Barnabas’ for a week in March during the evenings. A committee
was begun to work with Cindy on this outreach effort.
The Vestry approved an Endowment Grant to ASYP for the purchase of a computer
printer for the afterschool program.

Holiday Office Hours
The Parish Office will be closed December 25th through January 1st. Regular office hours resume on January 2nd.
St. Barnabas’ Mission: Serving our community, the world, and each other
through the love of Jesus Christ.
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Report on the Annual Pledge Drive
Following is an up-to-date report from the Stewardship, reflecting pledges received at
the Annual Meeting.
Work on the annual pledge drive for 2018 began in July with the formation of the Stewardship Committee. Under Canon Flanagan’s leadership parishioners Gil Baldwin, James
Carroll, Maria Macfarlane, Molly Newling, and Grace Robbins rolled up their sleeves and
started the “Journey to Generosity.”
Your response was heartening and strengthens our future ability to minister to serve our
community, the world, and each other through the love of Jesus Christ. As November 20
we have received 74 pledges for a total of $325,573, an increase of 28% from last year.
The breakdown is:
New adult pledges
6
New youth pledges
2
Increases
50
Stayed the same
12
Decreases
4
This year special emphasis has been placed on developing stewardship in our children and
youth. This will be a long-term effort and you will see the first steps on Advent I.
We are, of course, always open to receiving new pledges and are still contacting some
people about making a commitment. If you asked for offering envelopes they will be available in early December. - Gil Baldwin, Stewardship Chair
If you are interested in copies of other Annual Reports (Building & Grounds, Finance,
Caritas, etc.) please contact the parish office (703-941-2922).

Looking Ahead: Black History Month

P age 3

In Memoriam

LaVerne Elizabeth
Smith
mother of
Jocelyn Leatherwood
November 13, 2017
Rest eternal grant to
her, O Lord;
and let light perpetual
shine upon her.
May her soul, and the
souls of all the
departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.
Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 7
is the next date for baptisms. Please contact

In celebration of Black History Month, on February
4th the Adult Forum will feature a W ho A m I? game showcasing Americans of Color, past and present.
The object of the game is to fill in the game board with
provided pictures by listening to clues read by the game host. It will be fun and informative, with prizes for all participants! Players may work individually or with partners. A
Grand Prize will be awarded for the highest point total!!
Be on the lookout for practice sessions in the January bulletins. Remember...practice
makes perfect! Let the game begin on February 4th!!
- Cricket Camp

Beginnings Book Group
th

On Monday, December 4 , the Beginnings Book Group will be discussing Being
Mortal, by Atul Gawande. The meeting will be at the home of Kathleen and Larry Stark,
8509 Lakinhurst Lane, Springfield. For questions contact Kathleen at 703 569-8760 or
knstark72@gmail.com.

Canon Flanagan
to inquire.
End of Year
Contributions
The last count of the
year will be made immediately following services on December 31st.
Please have any end-ofyear contributions to the
parish office no later
than 11:30 a.m. that day.
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Annandale Christian Community for Action
ACCA sent seventeen hygiene kits to Church World Service to assist help respond to severe challenges in Puerto
Rico after Hurricane Maria and other emergency needs worldwide. CWS reports that it has already sent 22,000 hygiene kits to Puerto Rico and is working to send another 5,000. The kits were assembled with supplies donated by
CROP Walk participants and members of St. Barnabas and John Calvin Presbyterian Churches. The kits included
hand towels and washcloths, toothbrushes, combs, soap, bandages, and nail clippers - CWS adds a long-lasting toothpaste. Thanks to everyone who donated supplies, and to Canon Flanagan for her donation to cover CWS costs for
shipping and processing. Extras of donated supplies and items not on the CWS list will be given to the ACCA Food
Pantry or the Baileys Shelter, or saved for a future CWS kit assembly.
Annandale CROP Hunger Walk donations raised by St. Barnabas' walkers total about $3,000 as of midNovember. Thanks to everyone who donated, walked or volunteered. The February Reporter will include a report on
funds raised by the Annandale walk and a final total for St. Barnabas. The funds help CWS fight hunger and poverty
around the world, and ACCA also receives funds to help in our community.
ACCA has begun its annual Challenge Campaign with pledges of $44,000 from anonymous donors. ACCA's
goal is to raise $120,000 through the campaign, which will be under way until the end of January 2018. During 2017,
ACCA has assisted some 5,600 people in need. If you would like to make a donation to help ACCA continue to
serve our neighbors who are less fortunate, you can do so by mailing a check to ACCA at 7200 Columbia Pike, Annandale VA 22003 (please note Challenge Campaign in the memo line). Pre-addressed envelopes and more information are available in the Narthex. You may also donate online using the Catalogue for Philanthropy or Pay Pal payment services (see https://accacares.org/how-do-i-give/ )
St. Barnabas is scheduled to volunteer for the ACCA Furniture Ministry on December 2 (2017) and January 27,
2018. Our crew will deliver gently used furniture to needy households and pick up donated furniture. Volunteers
should report to the furniture warehouse on the grounds of Annandale United Methodist Church, 6935 Columbia Pike,
at 8 am.
If you would like to sponsor a family through the Holiday Baskets program, please contact Mary Lee DiSpirito at
ddmld@verizon.net or Camille. Sponsors provide groceries for a Christmas/holiday meal and gifts for children.
If you participate in a workplace giving campaign, please consider designating gifts to ACCA-- the United Way
designation code is 8058, and the Combined Federal Campaign designation code is 58934.
The joint Shepherd's Center-ACCA transportation program provides rides to medical appointments. The program
is seeking additional volunteer drivers.

For more information about ACCA, please contact Camille or Ken Mittelholtz at 703 573-0074 or kcmittelholtz@gmail.com.

February Reporter Deadline
The deadline for the February issue of The St. Barnabas’ Reporter is Monday, January 15th. Please submit announcements and/or photos to Catherine in the parish office at stbarnabaschurch@outlook.com. Hard copies of announcements and photos are welcome, as well. Thank you.
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Bountiful Giving to the Annual United Thank Offering Ingathering
Dear Women of St. Barnabas',
Thank you for celebrating the birth of Julia Chester Emery, the founder of UTO, on September 24th. I hope you
enjoyed the puzzle questions, the information sharing, AND the cake!
Thank you for your very generous contribution of $1,827.00 which goes to help expand the circle
of thankful people in our world. UTO donations support mission and ministry throughout The Episcopal Church and Provinces of the Anglican Communion.
Yours in Thanksgiving,
Cricket Camp

Yoga with Friends
Join us for a weekly yoga class taught by Jocelyn Leatherwood, RYT 200. Classes are held on Tuesdays in the
Richardson Room from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The cost is $10 per person per session.
Modifications and amplifications will be given to make the class appropriate for different levels. Participants will
need to provide their own yoga mats. For more information, contact Jocelyn at 703-599-7491 or yogawithjoc@gmail.com. No Yoga on December 26th.

Thanks and More Thanks to...











Outgoing vestry members Mark Patterson, Cindy McLaughlin, Molly Newling, and Rotha Frye for their three years
of dedicated service.
Incoming vestry members Sarah Kiely, Maria Macfarlane, and Alan Phillips (3 year-terms each) and Kathleen Stark
and Sharon Jones (each filling the remaining year of an unexpired term).
The choir and all parish musicians who provide music for our services.
Anne Radway, Dana Wiseman, and Theresa Merchant, who provide fresh flower arrangements each Sunday, and
head up the greening of the church.
Rotha Frye (Annandale Safe Youth Project) and Margot Donnelly & Carolyn Lilienthal (Salvation Army) for organizing gifts for disadvantaged children.
The Men's Group for a lovely and lively Oktoberfest.
All the Children and Youth for our combined Youth Sunday worship service.
The WOSB for the Santa's Sleigh Christmas Bazaar this past Saturday, which funds their Outreach and Inreach ministry.
All whose pledges contribute to our future.
Barbara and Jack Miller for the Memorial Garden Directory Kiosk donated in honor of their beloved son-in-law, José
Ayala.
Prayers for healing are offered every Sunday at the 8:00 am worship service. If you desire prayers for yourself or others, you are invited to return to the altar rail following the dismissal. You will be met by persons
who will pray with you and for you. In addition, a service of healing is included with Holy Eucharist on the
first Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Library.
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Diocesan Convention Courtesy Resolution
The Reverend Linda Wofford Hawkins

Whereas, the Reverend Linda Wofford Hawkins served the congregation of St. Barnabas’ Church for 15 years as rector, strengthening
the congregation and its spiritual ties to the community; and
Whereas, Linda led the charge in increasing mutual understanding
with our community’s Muslim brothers and sisters, demonstrating
leadership both within and beyond our Christian family; and
Whereas, Linda served as a dedicated ambassador for our parish’s
commitment to social and racial justice, with the parish of St. Barnabas’ receiving the first Meet Me In Galilee award from the Diocese in
2015; and
Whereas, Linda helped to bring the Annandale Safe Youth Project to
our space, supporting at-risk 4th, 5th, and 6th graders in our community, and was honored to present the first scholarships to “graduates”
of the ASYP program in 2016; and
Whereas, Linda grew the parish with young families who felt the
culture of caring and appreciation for children that she fostered; and
Whereas, Linda brought also with her the gift and blessing of her
family in our midst, especially daughter Ellen Hawkins with her
beauty, grace, and zest for life; let it now be
Resolved, that this 223rd Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia give thanks for the ministry of the Reverend Linda Wofford
Hawkins, retired as Rector of St. Barnabas’, Annandale and wish her
well in her new adventures; and be it further
Resolved, that we send her our best wishes in retirement, and offer
our prayers for her new ministry in the Diocese of Western North
Carolina.
Submitted by Ms. Sharon M. Jones, delegate, St. Barnabas’ Church,
Annandale, VA
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Women of St. Barnabas’
A Santa’s Sleigh Bazaar—November 18th
Thank you to everyone who worked so hard putting together this year’s
Santa’s Sleigh Christmas Bazaar, to all who contributed to the Friday night
Preview Party, and all who came and helped and shopped and donated on
Saturday. A grand time was had by all!

Right: Jewelry Tree

Left: Two Christmas Tapestries and
Basket for the raffle.

Holiday Shopping:
Amazon Affiliates Program Supports St. Barnabas’ Mission & Ministry
St. Barnabas’ would like to thank you for your time and support of the many ministries of
the church. As the holiday season approaches, please remember that there is a cost-free way to
earn income for the support of the good works of St. Barnabas’ while doing your on-line shopping through the Amazon Affiliates Program.
By accessing Amazon.com via the link at the bottom of the main page of St. Barnabas’
website (http://www.st-barnabaschurch.org), all purchases will support the church, as Amazon
will rebate a percentage of each transaction amount to St. Barnabas’.
If you shop at Amazon.com, please begin each time by going to the St. Barnabas’ home page (www.stbarnabaschurch.org) and clicking on the Amazon link at the bottom of the page. Linking to Amazon.com through the
church website is the only way the church will get credit for your purchases through the Amazon Affiliates Program.
You may want to consider bookmarking St. Barnabas’ website for all Amazon shopping.
The use of the Amazon Affiliates Program does not require the sharing of any personal information either by you
or St. Barnabas’, and your Amazon shopping experience is exactly the same as if you accessed Amazon.com directly.
All you need to do is start at St. Barnabas’ homepage (http://www.st-barnabaschurch.org) and click the Amazon link.
If you have any questions or would like someone to walk you through the process, contact James Carroll. (Call
the parish office for his information at 703-941-2922.)
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Annandale Safe Youth Project (ASYP) News
On Sunday, November 15 , members of St. Barnabas chose from the ASYP Christmas Tree the
names of the children they will give presents this
holiday season. It was a great treat to witness all of
our children sponsored that same day!
We look forward to our wrapping party (after
the 10:15 a.m. service on Sunday, December 10th)
and the holiday party when gifts will be presented
(Wednesday, December 13th from 4-6 p.m.). Please
remember to have all gifts returned, Unwrapped, to
church no later than December 3rd. To volunteer for
any of these events please contact me!
As the photo shows, our ASYP representatives
at the annual St. Barnabas’ Trunk ‘n’ Treat had a “booo-ti-ful “ time. This ASYP student brought her entire family –
Mom, Dad, and siblings. Everyone shared the treats. We always encourage parent involvement in our activities; these
shared moments really can make a difference.
Dressed as “Minnie Mouse” for the occasion, I was asked the following questions—evidently, Inquiring minds
want to know!
Question: Where is Mickey?
Answer: At home.
Question: Where did you get your ears?
Answer: Disney World
Question: Are you and Mickey married?
Answer: We’re engaged.
Watch this space for more FUN and baffling questions!
Rotha Frye

Placing Ourselves in the Presence of God
We pray for God’s presence, strength, and healing … for Bernard Blair, Emma Blevins, Jean Anne Braddon, Ellen
Crutchley, Matthew Dugger, Fred Holmes, Carolyn Kercheval, Tom Lyles, Cindy McLaughlin, Marion Meany, Jean
Mesle, Barbara Metz, Jane Moya, Berenice Palmer, Paul Palmer, Aliyah Phillips, Ann Sayles, Frank Spink, Larry Stark,
Dana Wiseman, and Ann Woodle.
For the Church … the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby; our Presiding Bishop, The Most Rev. Michael Bruce
Curry; and our Diocesan Bishops, The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff, The Rt. Rev. Edwin
F. “Ted” Gulick, and their families.
For our Interim Rector, The Rev. Canon Carol Cole Flanagan, and her family; for Jeff Stevenson, seminarian; for our
vestry, wardens, and staff; and for the work and ministry of Espiritu Santo and its mission of San Martine, Tela, Honduras.
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December 24, 2017
9:00 AM Fourth Sunday of Advent Combined Service
Immediately followed by Brunch and Greening of the Church
4:30 PM Christmas Eve Choral Prelude
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Festival Holy Eucharist
December 25, 2017
10:00 AM Christmas Day Holy Eucharist
December 31, 2017
8:00 AM and 10:15 AM Holy Eucharist
New Year’s Eve

